The SELF pronouns (Reflexive Pronouns)

Name _______________________________
1.  The reflexive pronouns are myself, himself, herself, itself, themselves, and ourselves.

     Two other forms are always incorrect—hisself and theirselves.  Do not use these nonstandard words.

2.  A reflexive pronoun must always refer to another noun or pronoun in the sentence.

     Examples:
I myself signed the document.

(“Myself” refers to “I” in the sentence.)


John himself chaired the meeting.

(“Himself” refers to John in the sentence.)



The students cleaned the room themselves. 
(“Themselves” refers to students in the sentence.)
     INCORRECT:
My brother and myself went to the concert.  (“Myself” doesn’t refer to anything.)



The job was done by himself.


(“Himself” doesn’t refer to anything.)

Correct the following practice sentences.  Write “C” if correct.

1. I hurt myself with a hammer.

2. The scratches on my arm will heal theirselves.

3. Ann asked herself a question:  How can I graduate from high school?

4. John saved his money for his wife, for his children, and for hisself.

5. The counselor scheduled Justin, Jamila, and myself for Algebra 1.

6. We gave hisself a pieces of our minds.

7. They prepared a meal for themselves.

8. They themselves prepared the meal.

9. The meal was prepared by themselves.

10. Give the cash to myself on payday.
11. The boss gave the cash to me myself on payday.

12. I myself locked the door before I left.

13. The teacher gave the tests to Michael, Maygin, and myself.

14. Mother wanted my brother to clean his room himself.

15. The mouse ate the cheese by itself.

16. We ourselves decorated the room for the banquet.

17. The room was decorated by ourselves.

18. These candies are so good that they will sell theirselves.

19. You should do your homework yourself.

20. Yourselves should be the best judge of what is right.

